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Assistant Federal Public Defender
Western District of Texas

Del Rio Division

The Federal Public Defender, Western Dist rict  of  Texas, is accept ing applicat ions f or
t he posit ion of  assist ant  f ederal public defender t o be stat ioned in t he Del Rio branch
of f ice. The f ederal defender organizat ion operates under authorit y of  t he Criminal
Just ice Act ,  18  U.S.C. §  3006A, t o provide defense services in f ederal criminal cases
and related mat t ers by appointment  f rom the court .

Requirements.  An assist ant  f ederal public defender must  be: (1 ) a graduate of  an
accredit ed law  school,  and admit t ed t o pract ice in good standing before the highest
court  of  a st ate; (2) licensed t o pract ice in t he U.S. Dist rict  Court  f or t he Western
Dist rict  of  Texas by t he t ime of  ent rance on dut y; and (3 ) licensed t o pract ice law  in
t he State of  Texas, or must  become so licensed at  t he earliest  opport unit y af t er
ent rance on dut y. This posit ion also requires proficiency in the Spanish language.
Appointment  is subject  t o a sat isf actory background invest igat ion including an FBI
name and f ingerprint  check and an IRS t ax check.

Duties.  The assist ant  f ederal public defender w ill represent  client s charged w it h
federal criminal of f enses and client s involved in other mat t ers covered under t he Act .
The posit ion requires t ravel f or invest igat ion, lit igat ion, and t raining, and may involve
foreign t ravel. Federal public defender at t orneys may not  engage in t he private
pract ice of  law . 

Selection Criteria. The successful applicant  w ill have an established capacit y or
clearly demonst rated apt it ude f or excellence in criminal defense pract ice, a
commitment  t o t he representat ion of  indigent  accused persons, and a reputat ion f or
personal and professional int egrit y.  Applicant s must  also possess the abilit y  t o
communicate ef f ect ively w it h client s, w it nesses, colleagues, st af f ,  and court  and
agency personnel as part  of  t heir employment . Experience in handling f ederal criminal
cases is preferred. 

Salary and Benefits.  The salary of  an assist ant  f ederal public defender is
commensurate w it h t hat  of  an assist ant  U.S. at t orney w it h similar qualif icat ions and
experience. The posit ion is in t he excepted service and does not  carry t he t enure
right s of  t he compet it ive Civ il Service. The posit ion does include regular Government
employment  benef it s including healt h and lif e insurance program, ret irement , and t he
Thrif t  Savings Plan. Salary is payable only by Elect ronic Funds Transfer (direct
deposit ).

How  to Apply.  Qualif ied persons may apply by f orw arding a let t er of  int erest
(ment ioning announcement  number 09-05), résumé, and representat ive w rit ing
sample. Lit igat ion experience should be described in detail.  Send completed
applicat ion t o: Henry J. Bemporad, Federal Public Defender, Western Dist rict  of
Texas, 2205 Veterans Blvd.,  Suit e A -2 , Del Rio, Texas 78840-3120. For applicant s
w it h disabilit ies, t his organizat ion provides reasonable accommodat ions, w hich are
decided on a case by case basis. To request  a reasonable accommodat ion f or any
part  of  t he applicat ion or int erv iew  process, contact  Administ rat ive Of f icer Susan
Andrade at  (210) 472-6700. M ore t han one posit ion may be f illed f rom this



announcement . Posit ion announced M ay 22 , 2009; open unt il f illed.

The Federal Public Defender is an equal-opportunity employer.


